FORECAST 


TODAY SUN MON 



50°/40° 61°/55° 70°/63° 


Complete forecast, A2 



Hard work pays off 

Florence native Casey Eggleston has 
dedicated his life to contributing to 
positive outcomes. BIO 


NATION & WORLD 


FBI failed to investigate 
tip on Florida suspect 

The FBI received a tip last month 
that the suspect in the Florida 
school shooting had a “desire to 
kill” and access to guns and could 
be plotting an attack, but agents 
failed to investigate, the agency 
said Friday. A5 


WEIRD NEWS 



Prep 
basketball: 

Muscle 
Shoals 
boys fall 
to Austin in 
Northwest 
Regional 
tournament B1 
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DON STRAIT 

St. Florian mayor dies 


By Tom Smith 

Senior Staff Writer 

ST. FLORIAN - Lauderdale 
County Commissioner Fay 
Parker said no one could ever 
doubt Don Strait’s loyalty to the 
town. 

“He was dedicated to the town. 
He loved St. Florian, and every¬ 
thing he did was to make it better 
for the people who lived there,” 
Parker said. 

“He was a champion for St. 


Florian and he left his mark on the 
town,” added Keith Jones, direc¬ 
tor of the Northwest Alabama 
Council of Local Governments. 

Strait died Friday morning 
after a brief illness. He was 70. 

Strait, who has served on the 
Town Council, was in his second 
term as mayor. He was elected 
in August 2012, defeating one 
opponent. He ran unopposed in 
2016. 

Jones said Strait was commit¬ 
ted to seeing St. Florian grow. 


“He worked at it constantly,” 
Jones said. “He worked to 
improve retail sales taxes by 
getting some new businesses to 
move. He was proud of seeing the 
town with a sales tax increase.” 

Lauderdale County Probate 
Judge Will Motlow was the 
town’s first municipal judge in 
2013 after Strait worked with the 
council to re-establish St. Florian 
Municipal Court. 

SEE STRAIT, A3 



St. Florian Mayor Don Strait 


2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 


Counsel: Russians 
meddled with race 




In this Sept. 20,2010 file photo, businessman Yevgeny Prigozhin, left, shows Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
around his factory which produces school meals, outside St. Petersburg, Russia. [Alexei druzhinin, sputnik, 

KREMLIN POOL PHOTO VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO] 



Calif, firefighters 
rescue 2 dogs from cliff 

SAN FRANCISCO - It’s usually 
cats in trees that need a firefighter’s 
help but not Friday, when two dogs 
were rescued by San Francisco 
firefighters after sliding halfway down 
a cliff. San Francisco Fire Department 
spokesman Lt. Jonathan Baxter says 
the dogs got stuck on a cliff at Fort 
Funston. A 14-member crew helped in 
their rescue. 

But Baxter says it was firefighter 
paramedic Art Julaton who was 
lowered down to strap the dogs in a 
harness and carry them back up to 
firm land, where they wagged their 
tales in gratitude. Baxter says the dogs 
were not hurt but reminds dog owners 
to keep an eye on their furry friends. 

He says Fort Funston is a popular 
area for dog walking and hiking. 

— The Associated Press 


ONLINE 


More photos 
from high 
school 
basketball 
games at 
TimesDaily.com. 


YOUR OPINION 


Thursday’s question: Do you believe 
it’s too easy for the average person 
to legally purchase an assault 
weapon? 

• Yes: 62.8% 

• No: 37.2% 

Today’s question: Which issue 
should lawmakers begin with 
reforms? Vote at TimesDaily.com. 
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Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein answers a question after 
announcing that the office of special 
counsel Robert Mueller announced 
a grand jury has charged 13 Russian 
nationals and several Russian entities, 
Friday, in Washington. [Jacquelyn 

MARTIN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


By Eric Tucker 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - In a 
historic indictment, the U.S. 
special counsel accused 13 
Russians Friday of an elabo¬ 
rate plot to disrupt the 2016 
presidential election, charg¬ 
ing them with running a huge 
but hidden social media troll¬ 
ing campaign aimed in part at 
helping Republican Donald 
Trump defeat Democrat Hill¬ 
ary Clinton. 

The federal indictment, 
brought by special counsel 
Robert Mueller, represents 


the most detailed allegations 
to date of illegal Russian 
meddling during the cam¬ 
paign that sent Trump to the 
White House. It also marks 
the first criminal charges 
against Russians believed 
to have secretly worked to 
influence the outcome. 

The Russian organiza¬ 
tion was funded by Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, the indictment 
says. He is a wealthy St. 
Petersburg businessman and 
a member of President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin’s inner circle. 

SEE PROBE, A3 


ELECTRICITY 

Rate 
increase 
could occur 
this year 

By Robert Palmer 

Staff Writer 

FLORENCE - Electricity 
Department Manager Richard 
Morrissey said he has no choice 
but to ask for a rate increase later 
this year. It would be the first 
local increase in 10 years. 

In a meeting of the city coun- 
cil’s Utilities Committee, 
Morrissey said a recent review 
of the department’s bond rating 
by Standard and Poor showed 
revenue is lagging. Without 
increasing the department’s rev¬ 
enue, the rating will be lowered, 
damaging the ability to borrow 
money on the bond market for 
capital projects. 

He said it is likely he will ask for 
a 3 percent rate increase begin¬ 
ning in October. 

“Our current rating is based on 
a 3-percent increase in revenue. 
Without that, our rating will be 
lowered,” Morrissey said. 

The rate increase would gen¬ 
erate $3.5 million a year, he said. 

The Electricity Department’s 
S&P rating is AA-, he said. But 
S&P officials said the rating 
continued at that level with the 
understanding the department 
will increase revenue in the 
coming fiscal year. 

Morrissey said a survey of 
all state municipal electricity 
departments showed Florence’s 
net revenue is at 92 percent of the 
state average. 

“We sell power at cost, in some 
cases below cost,” he said. “We 
are changing that this October.” 

SEE RATES, A3 
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See More 
in Today’s 
v Classified 
I Section 


- Classifieds on the cover - 


Arbor Village 

Beautiful, brand new 2 
bdrm., 2 ba. apartments. 

256-381-1189 

www.thearborvillage.com. 

You’ll Love it Here! 


- Classifieds on the cover - 


HOME FOR SALE 

151 Ashley Dr., 3 bdrm., 
4.5 ba., corner lot in Cor¬ 
nelius Landing. In ground 
pool, hot tub, $699,000. 
Beth Pirtle, REMAX/ 
TriState 256-762-2701 


- Classifieds on the cover - 


Rowe Machinery, Inc. 

seeks Hotshot, OTR, 
Heavy haul, and Team 
Drivers; Certified Diesel 
Mechanic and General 
Shop. Contact Recruiting 
Dept, at 800-833-9137 


- Classifieds on the cover - 


University of North 
Alabama 

Job Opportunities 
http://jobs.una.edu 


- Classifieds on the cover - 


YMCAofthe Shoals 

•For youth development 
•For healthy lives 
•For social responsibility 

256-246-9622 

ymcashoals.org 
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